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WELCOME AND THANKS

Welcome to the following new and changed appointments:

Simon HanleySimon HanleySimon HanleySimon Hanley, Occasional Helper, 1st Djursholm

Mairi WattMairi WattMairi WattMairi Watt, Occasional Helper, 1st Oman

Andy WillisAndy WillisAndy WillisAndy Willis, Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 1st Falkland Islands

Carole WillisCarole WillisCarole WillisCarole Willis, Beaver Scout Leader, 1st Falkland Islands

Changes of AppointmentChanges of AppointmentChanges of AppointmentChanges of Appointment

Conrad HolmeConrad HolmeConrad HolmeConrad Holmes, Oman, Explorer Scout Leader

Ian JonesIan JonesIan JonesIan Jones, 1st Falkland Islands, Assistant Group Scout Leader, 

in addition to existing roles

Farewell and many thankFarewell and many thankFarewell and many thankFarewell and many thanks to Paul JanvierPaul JanvierPaul JanvierPaul Janvier who has stepped 

down as County Due of Edinburgh’s Award Adviser

PROGRAMME SUPPORT

From this issue the three younger sections are following a 

similar pattern in the programme support material that we 

provide for you. Debbie, Astrid and Darren will be using a 

different Programme Zone each issue to give you practical 

ideas to use in your programmes.

We hope you find these ideas useful, and would be de-

lighted to get some feedback on what you did with them – 

photos for the next Far and Wide are always welcome!

WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 2011

This is a message for all Scouts / Explorers born between 25 

July 1993 and 27 July 1997 and for all Leaders in British 

Groups Abroad, regardless of Section:

The next World Scout Jamboree will be held in Sweden in 

the summer of 2011. I am delighted to let you know that the 

County has been awarded 2 Patrols of 9 young people and 1 

leader (total of 2 leaders and 18 young people) – which will 

make up part of two Units from the mainland.

I am currently working with Gilwell and the County Commis-

sioner to develop a robust and fair selection process for both 

the young people and the adults who may wish to be part of 

this great event. 

Two members of the County Team have already been ap-

pointed to roles in local Units going to the Jamboree, so be-

tween us we are keen to support this activity across the 

County. 

The timescales for selection will be published in September, 

along with young person and leader criteria. The aim is that 

we want to make this opportunity open to anyone who 

wishes to be part of the event.

If anyone has any questions before the selection pack is pub-

lished, then please feel free to contract me on 

accinternational@essexscouts.org.uk

Darren Bretton, Assistant County Commissioner (Scouts)

2ND DUBAI – THIRTY YEARS OF FUN

The 2nd Dubai (Jumeirah) Cubs celebrated thirty years with a 

Jungle Book party theme at their meeting on May 17th, rec-

ognizing this milestone. We invited the 2nd Dubai Beavers 

to join us. Special cakes prepared for the occasion were on 

display. Cubs brought in finger food for the buffet. We had 

a double anniversary as this year as Jim Ward celebrated his 

fifteenth year with the 2nd Dubai (Jumeirah) Cubs. Though 

his sons are grown and gone, he continues as Akela for our 

Pack.
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Special 30 year badges were given to all attending. A de-

sign competition was held with the cubs at the beginning 

of the year and the winning design was used to commis-

sion a bulk order of badges. One special 15 year badge was 

presented to Jim Ward in recognition of his contribution to 

2nd Dubai (Jumeirah) Cubs. 

The Pack was founded in May of 1979 after the newly con-

structed Jumeirah English Speaking School (JESS) opened 

their doors. The Pack has been meeting at JESS since that 

time. The full complement of 24 cubs attended along with 

Beavers and Beaver Leaders. We gave the Beavers an idea 

of the next step in their life with Scouting. The games in-

volved the characters in Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book, 

emphasizing its importance to the structure of the Cub sto-

ry.  We all learned a few things and the boys had a blast. 

We invited Susan Jalili as special guest for the event. After 

working as Assistant Beaver Leader for 3rd Dubai begin-

ning in 2000, Susan served as District Commissioner for the 

UAE from 2002 to 2004. She organized training weekends 

for leaders and worked as group contact for membership 

lists. We all have benefited from her experience and guid-

ance.

Before the feast began, Jim spoke about his time with the 

pack and special memories he carries from this. We pre-

sented Jim with an engraved picture frame with a photo of 

a camp chair, constructed by the boys on a camp, and 

Akela sitting carefully down to test it, his face bearing a 

trusting smile. The next photo was of his feet in the air, 

but we decided not to use that one for this occasion. With 

the first photo in his collection, he won’t forget the sec-

ond.

After we lit the candles on the cake, Jim blew them out 

and Helen Hossell (Kaa) made the first cut. The rest was a 

team effort as hungry cubs queued patiently for their 

piece. Parents arrived to join in the celebration and cake 

was handed all around. 

Our Cubs went home with happy faces and full tummies, a 

very successful meeting indeed.

Susan Thomas-Dibden

Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 2nd Dubai

WELCOME PACKS

Since the new appointment process started in October 

2008 there have been ‘teething’ problems at Scout Head-

quarters.  The guidelines stated that a Welcome Card 

would be sent to all adults as soon as they were registered 

onto the National Membership Database (NMD).  This has 

not happened, none of these cards have been sent and it is 

unlikely that this will happen in the future.

The guidelines also stated that Welcome Packs would be 

sent once certain information was recorded on the NMD.  

There has been a great deal of inconsistency in this proc-

ess.  It appears that no packs were sent before about April 

/ May 2009.  Distribution is then supposed to be on 1st & 

3rd Monday of each month – again this does not appear to 

be strictly accurate.

I understood that the Welcome Pack replaced the Provi-

sional Appointment Certificate and that it was personal-

ised to the recipient.  But it is just a general “welcome 

from Headquarters” pack applicable to all, but, possibly 

containing extra ‘flyers’ if relevant to the role, for example 

District Commissioners or Group Executive trustees.

If there are any new Leaders who have not received the 

Pack and would like one please email me: 

BGASecretary@gmail.com 

New guidelines from Headquarters are in the process of 

being formulated and it is hoped they will be available by 

October 2009.

Ann Payne, Appointments Secretary

ADULT TRAINING

Well some of you really have risen to my challenge and I 

am pleased to report that in the first six months of 2009 

there have been eight Wood Badges awarded, so many 

congratulations to Amada Gorvel and Karen Crease of 1st. 

Murcia Sur Scout and Guide Group, Ian Jones and Russ Fos-

ter-Jones of 1st. Falkland Islands, Lizz Swan and Debbie 

Brimelow of 1st. Djursholm and also Abbigail Smallwood 

who was in the Falklands and has now unfortunately 

moved on. At the last BGA team meeting I was feeling on 

top of the world. There are quite a few of you out there 

who have nearly achieved the target so how about 
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another eight by Christmas?

In May I had the pleasure of going to Oman for a week 
of training where I was made very welcome by Sonia 
Carr and Nathan Prince along with their families and 
all the other Leaders. We had some very good sessions 
and I was ably assisted by Nathan. I also managed to 
visit the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers and see 
what they were doing. All were very busy doing First 
Aid, Communicator’s Badge, Chef’s badge, Mechanic’s 
Badge and various other things.

In June whilst on holiday in Sweden I had the great 
pleasure of attending the Prize Giving Day at Djur-
sholm School where I was able to present Wood 
Badges to Lizz Swan and Debbie Brimelow.

 

Normally Leaders wear their uniform for such an occa-
sion but as it was the school prize day this was not pos-
sible but they did both put their neckers on for the 
occasion. The afternoon was attended by the British 
Ambassador, Andrew Mitchell who has children in the 
school. When checking with Lizz and Debbie as to how 
I should address him they both said "Mole". I was a bit 
taken aback until they explained that he sometimes 
helps out with the Beavers and is known as Mole. It 
was a very pleasant afternoon and my thanks go to the 
school Principle for allowing me to be part of the pro-
ceedings.

By the time you read this many of you will have re-
turned from the summer break and be back in the 
swing of your Scouting, don't forget that every little 
note or planning piece counts as evidence for validat-
ing your modules and Astrid, Darren, Debbie, Tony and 
myself, we are all happy to receive anything you wish 
to send us to get this training completed. Some of you 
have been in the job quite a long time now so should 
have plenty of evidence to show us so please do get in 
touch.

All the best for the coming Scouting year!

Heather Elliott, County Training Manager

3rd DUBAI

We have just got back from another very successful 

international camp, this time in Norway. We took five 

Senior Patrol Leaders and five Explorers to the Norwe-

gian National Camp in Andalsnes. We were invited 

there by the Norwegian 2nd Bestum, Oslo Troop, who 

we camped next to last year in Finland. So we shared a 

site with them. We were very lucky with the weather – 

only one day of real rain in ten days. The boys all liked 

the organized hikes they went on. The Explorers found 

theirs a real ‘challenge’, to my mind setting out as 

youths and returning as young men, having had to biv-

ouac overnight near the top of a local 2000 metre mountain. 

To give you a flavour, we are publishing a photo of the camp 

gateway.

David Sims, Assistant Scout Leader, 3rd Dubai

SISTERS’ ISLANDS 

The 1st Anza are an Australian Scout Group operating in Sin-

gapore. Lesley (Cub Scout Leader, Tanglin Trust School) 

Harwood’s son Matt is a member of the Troop and writes of a 

recent camp:

For my fifth camp as an Anza Scout we went to Pulau Subar 

Laut, the larger of Singapore’s Sisters’ Islands. Located 1 km 

south of Sentosa, the island requires a journey on a ferry to 

get there.

There is a legend of how the Islands came about. The legend 

tells of a poor widow who had two pretty daughters, Minah 

and Linah. Minah and Linah shared a bond so strong that 

nothing could separate them. After the widow died the sis-

ters left their village to live with an uncle. One unfortunate 

day Linah, whilst fetching water from a well near to the sea, 

met a group of pirates. Frightened, Linah ran home. The chief 

of the pirates followed Linah to her uncle’s house. Brandish-

ing a dagger, he made known his wish to marry Linah. That 

night the two sisters wept bitterly in each other’s arms. When 

dawn broke, the pirate chief and sixteen of his men came to 

take Linah. Clinging together the sisters were forced apart by 

the pirates and Linah was carried away. They took her off to 

their boat. The desperate Minah swam after the boat but was 

drowned. On seeing this Linah freed herself from her captors 

and dove into the stormy waters in grief. The next day the 

villagers were shocked to see two islands at the spot where 

the two sisters had drowned.

The anniversary of this sad day was never recorded, but it is 

said that each year, on the very same day, a storm rages over 

the Islands…

This was my first camp as a patrol leader and first with my 

little brother as a new member of the troop.

We left Singapore from Marina South at 11 am on Friday 1st 

May bound for the small uninhabited Island of Pulau Subar 

Laut.
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After unloading our gear, and having a packed lunch on 

the jetty, patrols were sent off to find a site to set up 

camp. After patrol discussions a site was finally decided 

upon. Tent allocations and pitching were completed, or-

ganisation of equipment and food was done and camp ac-

tivities commenced. Friday dinner involved each patrol 

cooking for themselves and a leader/helper – the adults ate 

all we gave them so we mustn’t be bad cooks!

Lanterns had to be lit for us to eat supper by as the lack of 

electricity on the Island and no light pollution from nearby 

(Singapore shone out to the North of us) meant when it 

went dark, it went dark!

As always on the first night of any camp it took everyone a 

little while to settle in their tents, especially the younger 

and newest members of our troop – who wouldn’t stop 

talking. It was hot in our tents so we left them as open as 

possible, with just the mosquito screens closed. Some of 

the Scouts decided to sleep outside. They managed not to 

get bitten by putting insect repellent on. There was also a 

gentle breeze keeping the mozzies away. We were 

amazed the first night by how many ships passed by the 

island and how noisy they were.

At 5.30 am I heard a commotion and found our First Aider 

and Quartermaster chasing a troop of monkeys from our 

store! (The real things not our newest recruits). Our First 

Aider had woken to a disturbance, saw the monkey’s and 

had to chase them away with a few of us that had heard 

the noise too. Some of the monkeys threw twigs and 

stones back at us!

By 6 am our First Aider had us emptying all the nearby rub-

bish bins, moving the rubbish as far away as possible and 

clearing every bit of evidence of us eating on site. By 7 am 

we were all up, hungry and ready for breakfast. Three of 

us cooked pancakes for the entire troop of 27 people.

Saturday daytime we worked on badges, from camp craft 

to First Aid and Scout camp wouldn’t be Scout camp if we 

didn’t teach our youngest members how to safely build 

fires. Our basic first aid for Scouting covered a variety of 

topics from broken bones to puncture wounds and burns. 

Our leaders were lay around the camp site with messages 

attached to them telling us of their injuries. Manfred had a 

large burn - remembering that you dehydrate quickly with 

a severe burn we hydrated him with a bucket of water! 

The patients had to be carried on our home made stretch-

ers to safety.

Saturday night, after our traditional campfire with songs, 

stories, skits and ‘smores’ we had cocoa and put all the 

food into eskies and tight boxes – to stop the monkey’s 

taking our breakfast.. It was very hot in the tents, but 

again there was a breeze strong enough to keep the mos-

quitoes away. Some of the boys slept outside and some 

inside their tents.

At midnight all the Scouts were asleep but the leaders 

were up watching a tropical storm grumbling away north 

of Singapore. Apparently it was an impressive sight – being 

able to watch from a distance with no light pollution. By 1 

am the storm had moved close and the first drops of rain 

could be felt. By 1.15 am the Scouts that were sleeping 

outside were running to their tents. By 1.30 am the tents 

were starting to come unfastened and blow around – the 

leaders tried to fasten them down for us and attached 

some to trees! The tropical storm was overhead and the 

thunder and lightning was so loud - the wind was increas-

ing and soon each of our tents had lost guide ropes. 

Within half an hour we were up to our ankles in water...

My tent had floating bed mats inside and five soggy 

Scouts. Because the wind, thunder and lightning was so 

loud the Scouts had to be even louder. At 2.15 am, a deci-

sion was made to abandon camp. Leon, our leader, said 

that it was his first experience of abandoning camp in 

twenty years.

The coast guard had to be called and a full emergency 

evacuation had to be executed.

The first boat with one leader left with twelve people on 

board. They began telephoning parents straight away to 

collect Scouts from the pier. The second boat arrived at 

Marina South shortly after with everyone but Leon and his 

son, Josh – they had to stay and guard camp. Scouts got 

home between 3 and 5.30 am.

At 10 am, Stephen, Manfred and our first Aider returned 

to the Island with a small group of parents to collect Leon 

and Josh and all the equipment and belongings that we 

had left behind.

Thank you so much to Leon, Stephen and Manfred, our 

Scout leaders for a fantastic week-end, and to Lesley for 

coming as our First Aider. Thanks to Steven for coming on 

Friday night; and Christian, Kai's older brother, for being 

there all the time. Also thanks to all the mums who sent 

cakes to camp – just what the doctor ordered – not once 

did any of us feel hungry.

This camp was voted by Scouts to be their ‘best ever’ When 

can we go again?

Matt Harwood, Patrol leader, Red-Backed Spiders, 1st Anza 

Scouts
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PICTURES FROM ASCENSION
Our pictures this time feature the presentation of Chief Scout’s 

Awards and training for the Cyclist Badge:

 BEAVER SCOUTS

As I am writing this article I am enjoying the summer 

break, although am aware that not all Colonies will be en-

joying a break from Scouting at this moment in time.  

Hopefully all those of you who have now finished for the 

summer will be planning ahead so that you can offer an-

other action packed programme for the Beavers when 

they return.  My leaders and I have already planned our 

programme up to Christmas ensuring the Beavers have a 

full varied programme.  We are linking with another Col-

ony to look at the International Friendship Award.  For this 

the Beavers will be working from September until Christ-

mas looking at ways to raise money.  Each Beaver is being 

asked to collect loose change in a jar.  We are also going 

to hold a sponsored walk, which will be far enough for the 

Beavers to gain their Hikes Away 1 Badge.  All proceeds 

will then be spent on buying goats, chickens etc for people 

in the third world.  The Beavers will then finish off with a 

joint Christmas party as a thank you for all their hard 

work.

 

 Don’t forget even though you may have planned your pro-

gramme it is not set in stone.  It is fine to adjust your 

planned programme to accommodate something out of 

the ordinary; you cannot plan for all eventualities, but can 

always go back to your planned programme.

From this issue of Far and Wide the three younger sections 

are going to follow a similar theme in the programme sup-

port material that we provide for you. We will be using a 

different Programme Zone each issue to give you practical 

ideas to use in your programmes.  This time we are look-

ing at The Community, even though Beavers do not have a 

specific Community Challenge Badge this topic comes into 

a number of different challenge badges.  

The programme on a plate is looking at the Community.  

Other ideas you could use would be to ask the Beavers to 

collect loose change in a jar.  This could then be used for a 

charity in the third world.  If you have a nursing home 

close by the Beavers could go along to sing to the resi-

dents.

Please let us know what you think about this idea and 

share with the rest of BGA what your Colony has achieved 

in the Community.  If you have any photos, that would be 

even better.  Who knows we may even be able to send 

them to Scouting Magazine?

Don’t forget if there is anything you would like us to cover 

in Far and Wide please let us know so that we can address 

it.  Or if you have anything you would like to share with 

the other Colonies please feel free to send it to us.  

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Debbie Phillips, Assistant County Commissioner (Beaver 

Scouts)

CUBS CORNER

In this edition of Far and Wide I will concentrate on the 

Community Challenge.  

First I will quote from the Pack Essentials booklet Page 13 

headed Challenge Badges - “There are seven Challenge 

Badges and Cub Scouts should aim to earn two or three a 

year during their time in the Section.”  A bit further down 

the page under Flexibility in the Programme the booklet 

tells us - “While a few of our badges and awards are linked 

to external agencies, such as canoeing of sailing for the 

majority, The Scout Association publishes requirements 

that should be regarded as guidelines.”  
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The requirements for the Community Challenge, as I’m 

sure you know, are found on page 44 of The Pack Pro-

gramme booklet and can be found on the internet at.  

http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/cub-

coch.htm 

Of six choices for the Challenge you must complete three.  

If you look in the    Pack Programme Plus booklet you will 

see suggestions for programmes to cover part of the Chal-

lenge.  

• 1 - find out about a place of worship on page 6 

• 4 - meet or visit someone who helps in the local 

community on page 22

• 5 - Hazards in the home or meeting place on page 

16

• 6 - Basic First Aid on page 18.

And 

On pages 14 and 20 there are suggestions of programmes 

for Cubs helping or learning about the community they 

live in.  

I would guess that many leaders would choose to do num-

bers 4, 5 and 6 or possibly 1.  As these are well covered in 

the Pack Programmes Plus booklet I do not plan to do 

more on them.  Number 3 - look after a pet - is clearly for 

an individual Cub Scout to do at home so needs no com-

ment from me.  

Many leaders and Packs may like to consider choosing 

number 2 - Organise a fundraising event for a charity of 

their choice - but cannot think of a way.  I know that in 

some countries organising a major fundraising event can 

be difficult because of extra insurance or even because it is 

illegal so I’m about to suggest small events that can be 

done within a pack meeting or an extended pack meeting.  

Here are some suggestions:

• BBQ at a cost for Cubs, family and friends  

• Sponsored silence / hike 

• Xmas / birthday - cards / tags / decorations / night 

lights / pet stones 

• Old toys / books / CD sale 

• Simple meal for Cubs and family (do Chef badge 

with this)  

• Feast or Famine meal for Cubs and family.  

• 20 p fair with stalls for Cubs and family to ‘have a 

go’ during one meeting.  Everything costs 20 p (or 

the local equivalent!)

Many of the suggestions above, a sponsored silence for 

example, speak for themselves and need no further expla-

nation.  

To run a 20 p fair, you may choose not to charge for the 

meeting that week but let the Cubs use their ‘subs’ money 

to ‘have a go’ on the stalls.  Family and friends ‘having a 

go’ bring in extra money for the charity of choice.  

The stalls can be things like:

• Throw a sponge at Baloo 

• Make and fly a paper glider 

• Popcorn for sale 

• Guess the number of sweets 

• Skittles 

• Welly Wanging 

• Face painting 

• Beat the Goalie 

• Hook the duck / fish 

• Tea or coffee for sale 

• Fizzy drinks for sale 

• Decorate a biscuit 

• Pick up the most books 

• Hoop-la 

• Super soakers - fell the empty tin cans 

As mentioned earlier a Cub should aim to gain two or 

three Challenge badges a year.  That could mean that a 

Challenge badge takes about a term to complete.  The 

Community Challenge lends itself to be linked with other 

Activity Badges.  

• Requirement 1 links in with World Faiths Activity 

badge. 

• 2 links in with Global Challenge 

• 3 links with Animal carer 

• 4 links with Local Knowledge 
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